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Brandon Absher is an MA/PhD student in the Department of Philosophy at 
the University of Kentucky. His research focuses on the origins and nature 
of language and community as these themes are developed in the work of 
Martin Heidegger and Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
Steve Buttes is a PhD candidate in the Department of Spanish, French, 
Italian, and Portuguese at the University of Illinois at Chicago. His focus is 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Latin American literature with emphasis 
in narratives of the Southern Cone. 
Louis Cancelmi is a writer and actor. Current projects include Hu-
man/Voice and Jm Gleichnis hast du verloren. He lives and works in New 
York. 
Beth Connors-Manke is a PhD student in the Department of English at the 
University of Kentucky. Her current research project considers the relation-
ship of modernity to practices of witness and dissent in the Americas in the 
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Brian Connors-Manke recently had a dream in which the world wasn' t 
hell-bent on destruction, but then he woke up, and needed to take some 
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Modou Dieng, born in Saint-Louis, Senegal, articulates his work around 
questions of multiple identities as related to nation, race, and culture. 
Sean Dummitt is a PhD student in the Department of English at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. His research interests include twentieth-century 
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der, and space. He is editor of disClosure 15. 
Larry Erickson is a PhD student in the Department of Philosophy at the 
University of Kentucky. His dissertation research is coalescing somewhere 
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Jorge Gonzalez del Pozo is a graduate student from Spain in the Depart-
ment of Hispanic Studies at the University of Kentucky. He became inter-
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University of Kentucky. She is currently beginning doctoral work on sus-
tainable agriculture, the theology of ecology, and seed-saving collectives in 
Appalachian Kentucky and the Peruvian Andes. 
William S. Haney 11 received his PhD from the University of California, 
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design from Yale and is now working for a design fmn in New York. 
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Editor's Introduction 
Intimacy studies has, in recent years, become an interesting and extremely 
productive interdisciplinary site of inquiry in the humanities and social 
sciences. This issue of disClosure, "Thresholds," has somewhat of a privi-
leged vantage point from which to judge recent developments, simply be-
cause some of the canonical texts of intimacy studies have been around long 
enough for numerous other scholars to comment on these works and rede-
ploy many of the original theories of intimacy. 
While positioning itself within intimacy studies, however, "Thresh-
olds" also seeks to expand this mode of intellectual engagement by publish-
ing new works that not only rely on classic theories of intimacy but also 
challenge them, while incorporating new theories into the overall investiga-
tion of intimacy. 
When we began this endeavor, we were quite curious to see what sub-
missions we would receive, wondering to what degree intimacy had become 
a solidified field of study and in what ways this quasi-discipline was still 
forming, still unaware of itself and the seemingly always expanding impli-
cations of its questions and positions. What we have found is that much is 
still up for grabs in intimacy studies and that, while certain texts do indeed 
find their ways into countless bibliographies, there is certainly little in this 
discipline that produces an overarching theory or pretends to set an unim-
peachable agenda. It is clear, however, that intimacy studies has at its center 
people, individuals and groups, who are both enlivened and troubled by 
their quests for and rejections of love, sex, friendship, family, and commu-
nity. Intimacy studies thus reveals the complications of these interconnec-
tions by highlighting the agents of intimacy and the intersubjective dynam-
ics of our relations to one another. 
We have chosen "Thresholds" as the issue title for a number of reasons. 
The obvious connotation is of newlyweds' crossing into their ftrst matrimo-
nial dwelling. More than this, however, thresholds are the spaces through 
which the boundaries that accompany any individual or collective pursuit or 
negotiation of intimacy can be traversed. Thresholds are also limits- limits 
we may choose never to cross and limits from which there may be no re-
turn; these are limits that intimacy bespeaks and tests at all times. In inti-
macy, then, the idea of thresholds points up that we are, in many ways, 
simultaneously solitary, dyadic, and collective beings, always on the verge 
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of new possibilities of friendshlp, love, and community, and yet inevitably 
facing circumstances that would jeopardize these moments. 
It is our hope that "Thresholds" provides a thorough sense of the excit-
ing depth and breadth intimacy studies has come to offer as a mode of so-
cial theory. With these new possibilities of social-theoretical engagement in 
mind, I welcome you to "Thresholds," the fifteenth issue of disClosure: A 
Journal of Social Theory. 
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